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Income 

 

On the topic 

 

"You have money - you don't talk about it!" says an old proverb. And if you do talk about it, then 

only about what you need money for. 

Our personal income is generally taboo. We don't talk about it. People only complain about the 

amount of taxes. 

But, for many of us, it is unclear: how much exactly is paid, and what is done with this money in 

society. 

 

Framework data 

Target group Adults  

● in the field of education, training and further educa-

tion 

● in measures of the Public Employment Service 

● in residential groups and social institutions 

● in other courses, etc. 

Timeframe 90 – 100 minutes 

Requirements Room with enough space for small group work and move-

ment. 

Technical requirements: Laptop with beamer, pin board, flip 

chart 

 

Learning objectives 

● Gain an overview of possible income 

● Gain an overview of subsidies and grants 

● Get an overview of the wide range of compulsory taxes 

● Better understanding of what I pay for directly and indirectly with my income 
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Schedule - Overview 

 

Method pool Duration in mi-

nutes 

Complexity Page 

 

1. All about income 

First questioning of knowledge on the to-

pic 

 

20 

 

Easy 

 

3 

 

2. What are the different income types? 

Collecting different types of income, 

grants, subsidies and other income 

 

25 

 

Easy 

 

4 

 

 

3. What are the compulsory contributions 

we pay? 

Gain an overview of the mandatory taxes 

provided for by law. 

 

Annex "Which compulsory taxes are to 

be paid?" 

 

Annex Solution "What are the com-

pulsory contributions we pay?" 

in conjunction with the slide set "Com-

pulsory taxes” 

 

 

50 

 

Medium 

 

5 

 

 

 

6 

 

 

 

7 
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1. All about income 

 
Setting Plenary session 

Goal Arrive 

Getting to know the group  

Gathering first impressions on the topic 

Material  

Duration 20 Minutes 

further  

information 

Through positioning, the participants get to know each other better.  

The first basic terms are discussed 

 

Put the chairs aside so that there is enough free space for movement.  

The trainer places one chair in a corner. This stands for "yes".   

Another chair is placed on the opposite side of the room. This stands for "No". 

Then, the trainer reads out to the participants one statement after the other. According to their 

personal assessment, the participants position themselves around the corresponding chair. 

After each statement, the participants' answers to the statements are collected. 

 

Proposition of statements: 

● I know how much money / what income I have each month. 

● When money is tight, I try to increase my income rather than save on expenses. 

● In order to increase my earnings, I have already tried out many alternative ways of getting 

income. 

● I know about grants and subsidies. 

● I earn 3,000 euros gross. Therefore, I get paid 3,000 euros.* 

● If I get 3,000 euros gross, I also only cost my employer 3,000 euros.** 

● etc. 

 

* Explanation of 3,000 euros "gross" and what I get paid "net". 

From my gross salary of 3,000 euros, a lot is deducted (social security, tax, ...). In the end, I get 

paid about 2,040 euros net. 

**Explanation of 3,000 euros gross and actual costs for employer 

No! The employer has to pay additional contributions (social security, ...). If I earn 3,000 euros, I 

cost my employer around 3,900 euros. To put it simply, the employer has to pay approx. 30% in 

levies/taxes in addition to the gross amount. 
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2. What are the different income types? 
Setting Small group and plenary 

Goal Exchange about different possibilities of revenue 

Material Moderation cards and pens  
Pin board, pins 

Duration 25 Minutes 

 
Form small groups of 2 to 3 participants. Each group is given a pen and a piece of paper with mo-
deration cards. Ask them to think about the different sources of income they know. From regular 
income, to grants and subsidies, and other types of income. Only one term is written on each mo-
deration card. 
After 10 minutes, the groups return to the plenary and present their results to each other. 
The cards are pinned under the following heading cards: 

1. Regular income 
2. Allowances / subsidies 
3. Other 

Here is just an overview of possible answers: 

regular income Allowances / Subsidies Other income 

Wage (blue-collar workers) Family allowance Inheritance 

Salary (white-collar workers) Housing allowance Gambling winnings 

Unemployment benefit Social assistance Private sale of things 

Pension Prescription fee waiver Flea market 

Salary (civil servants) Television licence Fee wai-

ver 

Dividend 

Private withdrawal (self-

employed) 

Study grant Interest 

Childcare allowance School allowance Cash gifts 

Orphan's pension Commuter allowance Vouchers 

Widow's pension Various discounts (e.g. for 

pensioners, pupils, ...) 

Rental income 

Alimony / maintenance Nursing allowance  

Apprentice indemnity Heating allowance  

Emergency assistance   

Accident pension   

Foreign pension   

 
  

http://www.lets-talk-about-money.eu/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.de


 

www.lets-talk-about-money.eu  Seite 5 

 The European Commission's support for the production of this publication does not constitute an 

endorsement of the content, which reflects only the views of the authors, and the Commission can-

not be held responsible for any use which might be made of the information contained therein. 

What are the compulsory taxes we pay? 

 
Setting Small group and plenary 

Goal Address the compulsory contributions that have to be made. 

Clarify what is financed with the contributions paid. 

Material Annex "Which compulsory taxes are to be paid?" 

Pens 

Presentation "Compulsory taxes” 

Laptop 

Projector 

Duration 50 Minutes 

further  

information 

Many people often do not know what money is deducted from their in-

come. This exercise is intended to specifically address this issue and shed 

light on the subject.  

In this exercise we will use the 3 largest groups of taxpayers. The same 

taxes often apply to other groups (e.g. farmers, civil servants, miners, ...). 

However, taking these groups into account would go beyond the scope of 

the exercise. 

 

Form small groups of 2 to 3 participants. Each group receives a pen and a copy of the annex “What 

are the compulsory contributions we pay?” 

The participants should think about which obligatory contribution each specific group has to pay. 

Next, they can make an estimate as to what percentage it means: 

● of the “gross salary/wage” for the groups “employees/workers” and “employers” 

● of the “annual profit” for the group “business owners/new self-employed” 

After 10 minutes the groups return to the plenary. 

The trainer solves the exercise with the help of the presentation "Compulsory taxes" or the table 

on the next page. 
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Annex "Which compulsory taxes are to be paid?“ 

 
 

Which taxes are automatically deducted from the wage or salary? 
What additional contributions does the employer have to pay? 
Which taxes do self-employed persons have to pay? 
 

Tax Salaried pays employer for salaried Tradesmen/ newly 

self-employed  

Chamber of Labour tax    

Unemployment insurance    

Contribution to company pension 
scheme (BMVK) 
Contribution to pension schemes  

   

Employer contribution to the Family 
Burden Equalisation Fund 
Contribution to the family assistance 
fund 

   

Income tax    

Use tax / air tax    

Trade union dues    

Broadcasting licence fee - TV and Ra-
dio 

   

Property tax    

Insolvency compensation    

Local income tax (KoSt)    

Health insurance    

Wage tax     

Green electricity flat rate    

Pension insurance    

Self-employed pension scheme    

Accident insurance    

basic tax / chamber tax 1     

Housing subsidy contribution    

Surcharge on the employer's contri-
bution (chamber tax 2) 
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Solution "Which compulsory taxes are to be paid?" 

Details are in the presentation 

Tax Salaried pays employer for salaried Tradesmen/ newly 

self-employed  

Chamber of Labour tax Yes No No 

Unemployment insurance Yes Yes Possible on a voluntary basis 

Contribution to company pension 

scheme  

No Yes No 

Employer contribution to the Fa-

mily Burden Equalisation Fund 

No Yes No 

Income tax 
No No Yes 

Use tax / air tax 
No No No 

Trade union dues 
Voluntary No No 

Broadcasting licence fee - TV 

and Radio 

No No No 

Property tax No No No 

Insolvency compensation No Yes No 

Local income tax (KoSt) No Yes No 

Health insurance Yes Yes Yes 

Wage tax  Yes No No 

Green electricity flat rate No No No 

Pension insurance Yes Ja Yes 

Self-employed pension scheme No No Yes 

Accident insurance No Ja Yes 

Contribution(s) to the Chamber 

of Commerce 

No No Yes 

Housing subsidy contribution Yes Yes No 

Surcharge on the employer's con-

tribution (chamber tax 2) 

No Yes No 
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